
 1 

        Delaware Technical & Community College Libraries Tutorial 
 

 
 

Periodicals Module Introduction 

Periodical articles are a good source of current information. Online periodical 

indexes/databases are the best way to locate articles. They provide 24/7 access to full text 

articles. EBSCOhost is one online periodical database used at Delaware Tech. Learning to 

use these resources is important to your academic success. A lesson on using EBSCOhost is 

given here.  Although the instruction presented here is specific to Delaware Tech, the skills 

you develop as a result of this tutorial will apply to using any library anywhere. 

 
 

(Please note: the libraries' online resources may be upgraded at any time. Keep this in mind if 

you find any discrepancies in screen shots or other information. This tutorial was updated on July 

14, 2008).  
 

 

Learning Objectives 

The student will be able to use the college's online periodical databases and library catalog to: 

¶ Search an online periodical database by subject or keyword  

¶ Use techniques, such as Boolean searching, truncation, etc., to construct a search  

¶ Interpret a periodical database record/citation  

¶ Determine the best retrieval method  

¶ Determine the campus location and holdings information for periodicals 

 

Instructions 

Read the Periodicals tutorial. Print it, if you wish. 

Complete the Periodicals Quiz in Blackboard. 

Submit the completed Quiz and check your score on page one of the Review Assessment.  

ALL STUDENTS NEED AN 85% OR BETTER TO PASS.  

 

ü For Stanton & Wilmington students - you must also deliver a copy of your quiz results to 

your campus library. Be sure your name is on the printout. 
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PERIODICALS 
 
 

× Introduction to Periodicals and Periodical Database Searches in EBSCOhost  

× Keyword Search 

× How to Interpret an EBSCOhost Citation 

× Boolean Operators and Truncation 

× Creating a Search Strategy 

× How to Find a Full Text Article 
  
 
 
 

× Introduction to Periodicals and Periodical Database  Searches  in      
 
 

What are Periodicals?          What are Periodical Databases? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

This tutorial will use the EBSCOhost periodical database service, which contains a number of 
different databases, to illustrate basic keyword searching techniques.  
 

In addition to this tutorial, you can also check out a 4 ½ minute Flash video clip 
about EBSCOhost.  
It may take a few minutes for the complete video and audio to download. 
 
 
 

Periodical Databases: 

¶ Provide lists of hundreds 
of articles, many of which 
are in full text. (Libraries 
may also own print 
versions of periodical 
articles.) 

¶ Allow keyword, subject, 
title, author, periodical 
title, or Boolean 
searches. 

Periodicals: 

¶ Published at a specified 
interval (daily, weekly, or 
monthly). 

¶ Journals, magazines, or 
newspapers.  

o A journal usually 
contains articles of a 
specialized 
(professional, trade or 
industry) or scholarly 
(research) nature.  

o A magazine contains 
articles on topics of 
general or popular 
interest. 

http://www.library.dtcc.edu/stantlib/webquest/ebsco/ebsco.html
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Note: the list of databases provided within EBSCOhost varies according to whether you are 
on or off-campus, and which campus you are using.  For access to the Collegeôs complete 
list of library databases and your campusô complete list of EBSCOhost databases, you must 
be on campus.   
 

 

 
 

 
 

If you try to access EBSCOhost from off-campus without clicking on the EBSCOhost icon 
under the DTCC Online Library Database in My Courses, you will not be connected.   
After clicking on EBSCOhost Web, the EBSCOhost Choose Databases page appears.  A 

short description of each database is given. Some are general and cover many different topics. 
Others are more subject or technology specific.   

 
 
 

 
 

 
            To search in a single database, click on its title.  For example:  to search for articles on a general topic, click 

Academic Search Premier.  To search several databases at once, you would check the appropriate boxes to 
the left of the database name and then click the Continue button. Some of the other databases listed on this 
page are:  
Å CINAHL (Cumulative Index to Nursing & Allied Health Literature) 
Å MEDLINE 
Å Business Source Elite 
Å Regional Business News 
Å ERIC (Educational Resource Information Center) 

 

On campus access �² go to the Library Services page and click 
the Online Databases link for the full range of DTCC library 
databases and databases provided by your campus within 
EBSCOhost.   

Off-campus access �² login to MyDTCC (http://my.dtcc.edu) with 
your college username/password. Click the My Courses tab at the 
top and locate the DTCC Online Library Databases list on that 
page. Click the EBSCOhost link. On the next page, click 

EBSCOhost web. You will see a limited list of databases. 


